REGILDING THE CRESCENT
Sepulchre. General von der Goltz has always
been among the warmest supporters of the
proposal, as were also a number of Turkish
officers of varied experience. One of these,
Major Aly Wassfy, at that time deputy for
Tachlija, I met on one occasion at the Sublime
Porte. In fact, the Vizier referred me to him
for detailed information on the subject. Before
embracing politics, Major Wassfy had served in
the German Army for five years, and had been
Instructor to the Infantry in Thessaly. As the
result of his experience of all classes, from the
raw material of the army to the Staff Corps, he
was enthusiastic in his advocacy of the scheme.
All that was needed, he assured me, for its success
was to impress on non-Mohammedans, including
officers in the military colleges, that they were
available for the highest posts in the army. He
was confident that there was no more efficient
crucible in which to fuse the divergent races and
religions throughout the Empire. As for the
suggested risk of treachery on the frontiers,
he dismissed it, as the Vizier had done, with
the obvious objection that there could be
no. difficulty in bringing up less sympathetic
defenders of the Empire from the vilayets
of Anatolia. Even if this embraced a somewhat
hopeful view of the transport service, it was a
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